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Abstract. In this paper, we propose a novel symbolic approach to automatically
synthesize a Hybrid Automaton (HA) from a switched electrical network. The in-
put network consists of a set of physical components interconnected according to
some reconfigurable network topology. The underlying model defines a local dy-
namics for each component in terms of a Differential-Algebraic Equation (DAE),
and a set of network topologies by means of discrete switches. Each switch con-
figuration induces a different topology, where the behavior of the system is a
Hybrid Differential-Algebraic Equations.

Two relevant problems for these networks are validation and reformulation. The
first consists of determining if the network admits an Ordinary Differential Equa-
tions (ODE) that describes its dynamics; the second consists of obtaining such
ODE from the initial DAE. This step is a key enabler to use existing formal veri-
fication tools that can cope with ODEs but not with DAEs.

Since the number of network topologies is exponential in the number of switches,
first, we propose a technique based on Satisfiability Modulo Theories (SMT) that
can solve the validation problem symbolically, avoiding the explicit enumeration
of the topologies. Then, we show an SMT-based algorithm that reformulates the
network into a symbolic HA. The algorithm avoids to explicitly enumerate the
topologies clustering them by equivalent continuous dynamics.

We implemented the approach with several optimizations and we compared it
with the explicit enumeration of configurations. The results demonstrate the scal-
ability of our technique.

1 Introduction

Many practical systems feature emerging behaviors from the complex interactions of
physical components, that are interconnected according to some reconfigurable topol-
ogy. Typical examples include hydraulics [25] and electrical power supply networks [22].
The components interact by exchanging energy along the network branches, in a bidi-
rectional fashion, that results in a relational, global model, that depends on the specific
system configuration (or mode).

Kirchhoff Networks [13] are a well-known and powerful framework for component-
based physical modeling, that allows to cover power-conserving network rules. Dedi-
cated analysis methods, devised for “single-mode” networks, support the validation of
some basic sanity properties (e.g. absence of VC-loops, or IL cutsets [23]). Following
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the Electronic-Hydraulic analogy [2], it is also possible to analyze interesting classes of
hydraulic circuits, such as the WBS in Figure 1.

Unfortunately, dynamic reconfiguration yields networks that are associated with a
potentially exponential number of modes. Consider, for example, the simple electrical
circuit in Figure 2: depending on the status of the switches and fuses, sixteen configu-
rations are possible, each of which is associated with a suitable set of differential equa-
tions. Similar considerations apply, on a larger scale, to the hydraulic circuit from [25]
in Figure 1. In this paper, we tackle two key problems. The network validation problem
consists of showing that the dynamics of the network can be expressible in form of an
ODE (in order for it to be amenable to formal verification), and that all the output vari-
ables (i.e. variables that should be functionally represented by the state of the network)
can be uniquely determined. The network reformulation problem consists of converting
the network into an equivalent hybrid automaton, in order to enable functional verifica-
tion of the network. The challenge lies in the fact that, for each discrete configuration,
the dynamics of the network is defined by a Differential-Algebraic Equation (DAE).
However, the available tools expect an Ordinary Differential Equation (ODE). Although
solving the problem for a fixed configuration is rather simple, given a configuration of
the switches, the number of configurations is exponential in the number of switches.
Thus, an enumerative approach is hardly feasible: one would have to analyze all the
possible modes, to rule out the ones that are deemed unfeasible and build a suitable
equational model for each of the remaining modes. In practice, such an approach is not
feasible, for two main reasons. First, a manual approach is an extremely tedious and
error prone task. Second, an enumerative approach may results in an enormous model,
that is hardly manageable for verification tools. Such an enumerative approach is in fact
applied in [21], to the modeling of a few two-switches circuit.

In this work, we discuss how to automatically reformulate a Linear Electrical Kirch-
hoff Network into the corresponding Hybrid Automaton with ODE continuous dynam-
ics. We propose a symbolic approach to the network validation problem, and a symbolic
algorithm for the reformulation problem. The idea is to aggregate the discrete modes
that share the same dynamics, with different variants in the computation. This results in
a more efficient reformulation, and a more compact Hybrid Automaton.

The approach is experimentally evaluated on several electrical and hydraulic bench-
marks, where we carry out the validation, and compare (the variants of) the proposed



symbolic reformulation approach with its enumerative counterpart. The results demon-
strate a much greater scalability of the symbolic approach. We also discuss the applica-
tion of the proposed approach to some benchmarks in the literature [15,21].

The paper is organized as follows: In Sec-
tion 2 we describe some background. In Section 3
we formally define the problem at hand. In Sec- S, F Ry (2
tion 4 we describe the validation routine, and in =W
Section 5 we describe the reformulation meth-
ods. In Section 6 we describe the related work, V.
and in Section 7 we experimentally evaluate the
proposed approach. In Section 8 we draw some
conclusions and promising research directions. In Fig. 2. Switched RC Network.
Appendix we work out a motivating example, re-
port the proofs of the theorems, and present some
additional experimental results.
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2 Background

Notation. We use the standard notions of theory, satisfiability, validity, and logical con-
sequence. We restrict to formulas interpreted with the Theory of Linear Real Arithmetic
(LRA) [4].

Given a formula in first-order logic ¢ and a set of variables X, we write ¢(X) to
denote that X is the set of free variables in . We write ¢ =7 1 to denote that the
formula ) is a logical consequence of ¢ in the theory 7; when clear from context, we
omit 7 and simply write ¢ |= 1. An assignment y for a set of variables X is the set
{z + c| 2 € X and cis a constant}, i x is the projection of all the assignments in j
only to variables contained in X, and u(x) is the value assigned to x in u. We denote
with | X| the cardinality of the set X. Given a set of real variables X, we will use the
the notation X to refer to the vector that contains all the variables in X ordered in a
lexicographic order. If X is a set of variables, then X’ and X are the sets obtained by
replacing each element = with its primed and dotted version respectively.

Hybrid Automata. Hybrid automata (HA) [12] represent a system with continuous
and discrete dynamics. We use a symbolic representation of hybrid automata, where
the discrete locations and transitions are represented symbolically [8].

A Hybrid automatonis atuple H = (D, R, Init, Invar, Trans, Flow) where 1) D
is the set of discrete variables; 2) R is the set of continuous variables; 3) Init(D, R)
represents the set of initial states; 4) Invar(D, R) represents the set of invariant states;
5) Trans(D, R, D', R') represents the set of discrete transitions; 6) Flow(D, R, R)
represents the flow condition. We assume that all the formulas Init, Invar, Trans
and Flow are quantifier-free and linear. We assume Invar to be of the form (D) —
/\p cpP(R), where p € P is a predicate, to ensure the convexity of the invariants. We
assume F'low to be of the form ¢)(D) — A cp P(R, R), where p € P is an equality.

In the above definition, F'low may either define a system of Differential-Algebraic
Equations (DAEs) or Ordinary Differential Equations (ODEs). We say that the automa-



Component  |Constitutive relation| X; | U; Y; Constants
Voltage source v, = Vs 0 [{vi}| {i,v) v} Vs
Current source i, =1 0 [{i:}] {vi,v], 0]} I
Resistor vi = Ri; 01 0 [{i,vi,vf,v;} R
Capacitor i =Cv; {wi}| 0 | {is, v v} c
Inductor v;=L1; {is}| 0 | {vi,vf,v;} L
Ground v =0 0|0 {is,v]}

Table 1. Constitutive relations and variables of continuous components.

ton has an ODE dynamics if, for each assignment y to D, the conjunct of (D) —
/\pe P p(R, R) that holds for p is a system of ODEs. Otherwise, the automaton has a
DAE dynamics.

A state of a hybrid automaton H is an assignment s to the variables D U R. In-
formally, a run of the automaton is a sequence of states such that the first state is in
the initial states, every state belongs to the invariant states, and each pair of consecu-
tive states either satisfies a discrete transition or follows the solution of the differential
equations described in the flow condition. The semantics of the HA is provided in terms
of the runs that it accepts.

Electrical Networks. An (non-switched) electrical network is formed by the connec-
tion of a set of (continuous) components. Without loss of generality, we consider only
components with two terminals. A continuous component e; defines two quantities, the
voltage (difference of potential) across the two terminals of the component, and the
current that flows through the component. We denote with 4;(¢) and v;(¢) the current
and the voltage of e;. v;(t) and i;(t) change continuously in time according to a con-
stitutive relation, 1);, a Differential-Algebraic Equation among v;(t), i;(¢), and their
derivatives ;, zl Furthermore, for each component e; we consider the variables v;” and
v;r, that represent the value of the potential at the two terminals of e;. These variables
are connected to v; through the voltage equation v; = v;“ —v; .

We denote with V; the set of variables of e;. We further partition V; into the follow-
ing subsets: 1) X; := {z | & appears in 1);} is the set of state variables (their derivatives
appear in the constitutive relation of e;); 2) U; is the set of input variables, which de-
pends on the component type; 3) Y; is the set of output variables, which depends on
the component type. The sets X;, U;, Y; are disjoint, and V; = X; UU; U Y;. Xi is
the set of first derivatives of X;. In Table 1 we report the constitutive relations for the
electrical components considered in this paper and their sets of variables. Furthermore,
we say that a component is active if it has at least a state or input variable, and passive
otherwise.

The connection of components terminals is represented by a directed graph: an ori-
ented edge represents a component and a node represents the connection of components
terminals. As usual, the orientation of the edges is chosen arbitrarily assuming a refer-
ence direction for the current.



Definition 1 (Electrical network). An electrical network [5, 24] is a directed graph
G = (N, E,n), where 1) N is a set of nodes; 2) E is a set of components; 3) 1 : E
N X N defines the directed edges between nodes.

Let Ei" = {e | e € Eand (n1,n) = n(e)} and B2 = {e | e € Eand (n,n;) =
n(e)} be the sets of incoming and outgoing edges of the node n. Additionally, let
Py = Ueepin v U, e pout ;. denote the set of all the potentials of the compo-
nents incident on the node n, considering also the direction sign imposed by the edge

orientation. The connection of the components is described by the Kirchhoff Current
Law (K CL) and the Kirchhoff Voltage Law (K'V L):

KcLe=J | 3w Y i=0| KVie:=) U @=p)

neN \c¢,€En c, €EQout ne€N p1,p2E€P,

Definition 2 (Differential-Algebraic Equation of a network). Given a network G =
(N, E, n), its associated DAE, called DAE, is defined by the set of constitutive equa-
tions {1; | e; € E}, the set of voltage equations v; = v;" —v; , and the sets of algebraic
equations KCLg and KV L.

7

While there exist several equivalent DAE systems to represent an electrical network,
we basically use the one obtained applying the Node Tableau Analysis (NTA) [24].

We extend the notation used to specify the component’s variables and their parti-
tions to a network GG. Hence, we have the sets Vg := UeieE Vi, Xg = UeieE X,
Ug = Ueq-,eE U, Yo = UeieE Y;. A state of the network is given by an assignment
to all the variables V. A state p is a consistent initial value for DAE¢ if DAFE has a
solution for y (i.e. if replacing all the variables with the assigned constants in x the re-
sulting system of algebraic equations has a solution). A variable y € Y is underdeter-
mined if there exist two solutions yi and 1" of DAEq such that 1y 1,3 = 1 jvo\ (4}

and 1/ (y) # 1" (y).

Definition 3 (Electrical network semantics). The semantics of the network is defined
by its associated D AEg. We say that there exists a trajectory from a state u to a state
w' if i is a consistent initial value and there exists a continuously differentiable function
f:(0,t] = Vg such that: f(0) = p, f(t) = 1/, and for all § € (0,t], %(5) and f(9)
are a solution of DAFE.

Structural analysis for electrical network. Structural analysis for (non-switched)
electrical networks is a standard technique used to determine if it is possible to reformu-
late the DAE into a system of Ordinary Differential Equations (ODEs). In the following,
we will reuse established results from structural analysis. We use the standard definition
of loops and cutset for a graph G. A sequence ng, eq, ...,np11 € N x (E x N)* of
nodes and edges is a loop if there exists a path from ng to ny1 (for i € [0, k|, either
n(e;) = (ng,mit1) or n(e;) = (ni41,n;)), and all the nodes are different, apart from
ng and ny41 (for ¢ € [0, k], n; # n;y1 and ng = nk41). The definition of loop ignores
the edges orientation. We use the standard notion of subgraph, connected graph and
connected component of a graph. If G = (N, E,n) is a connected graph, K C E is



a cutset of G if removing K from E results in a disconnected graph, and K is min-
imal (i.e. removing a proper subset of K does not disconnect G). A loop is a V-loop
(resp. VC-loop) if the only components on the edges are voltage sources (resp. voltage
sources and capacitors). A cutset is an I-cutset (resp. IL-cutset) if the only components
in the cutset are current sources (resp. current sources and inductors).

Theorem 1 (Existence of an ODE reformulation (Theorem 6.3 from [24])). Given
a connected electrical network G, the network has neither VC-loops nor IL-cutsets if
and only if its associated D AEq can be reformulated into the ODE model.:

X¢ = AX¢ + BUg Yo = CXg + DUg (1)
where A € RIXcIxIXcl B e RIXcIxIUcl ¢ e RIYeIXIXcl D e RIYeIXIUsl,

The goal of the reformulation is to get the ODE, instead of a DAE, which are more
amenable for simulation and verification.

The reformulation of DAFE¢ as an ODE can be performed applying the Superpo-
sition Theorem [26]. The theorem tells that the response (the voltage and the current)
of a component of a linear circuit is equal to the sum of the responses caused by each
source acting alone (with all the other sources off). Turning on/off a voltage source
means setting its voltage to 1/0 (the value for on must be different from 0), while turn-
ing on/off a current source means setting its current to 1/0. Capacitors and inductors
are considered sources (of voltage and current respectively). The reformulation works
by determining the contribution of each source (including inductors and capacitors) on
the response (current or voltage) of each other component. Formally, for a component
e; with a reformulated variable w, the reformulation works determining the coefficients
Q> such that:

W= 3 c(xeuUg) Qw,z? 2)

where a coefficient a,, , € R represents the effect of the source variable z on the refor-
mulated variable w. a,, . is obtained considering only the effect of 2, while disregarding
the effects of the other sources. In practice, a,, . is the assignment to the variable w in
the system D AFE¢ constrained by adding the constraints z = 1 and [ = 0, for all the
le XegUUg \ {z}.

Switched Electrical Networks. A swiftch e; is a component with two discrete states,
open and closed. The state of the switch is represented with the Boolean variable m; (i.e.
my; is true iff the switch is open). Let M; := {m;} be the set of discrete variables, C; :=
X,;UU; UY; the set of continuous variables and V; = M; UC; the set of all the variables
of a switch. The constitutive relation of a switch is v; := =0 ifm ~ (i.e. the
v; =0 otherwise
switch disconnects or connects its terminals when it is open or closed). The switching
behavior is defined by an invariant and a guard condition, invar; : 2™ — ¢(C;)
and guard; : 2M: — @(C;). invar; defines the invariant condition of the switch that
must hold in each discrete state, while guard; defines the condition that must hold in a
discrete state to allow the transition to the other state.



Definition 4 (Switched Electrical Network). A switched electrical network G =
(N, E,n) is an electrical network where E may include also switches.

We extend the set of variables defined for a component to the switched network in
the obvious way. Also, let F,,, C F be the subset of all the switches components in F.
We refer to each possible (complete) assignment g to the discrete variables M as a
discrete configuration of the network, and we denote with 216 the set of all the pos-
sible discrete configurations. Notice that, every different discrete configuration of the
switches induces a (non-switched) electrical network. In the following, given a discrete
configuration p, we refer to DAFq(u) as the DAE associated to the (non-switched)
electrical network induced by p.

Definition 5 (Valid switched electrical network.). We say that a switched electrical
network G is valid, if, for all possible discrete configurations p € 26, DAEq(u) can
be reformulated into an ODE.

In other words, a switched electrical network G is valid, if, for all possible discrete
configurations y € 2Me¢:

(i) DAE¢ (1) has neither VC-loops nor IL-cutsets.
(i) All the output variables Y¢; in DAE (1) are not underdetermined.

Definition 6 (Valid switched electrical network semantics.). We define the semantics
of a valid switched electrical network G = (N, E,n) as the hybrid automaton Hg =
(D, R, Init, Invar, Trans, Flow) where 1) D := Mg, 2) R :== Cg; 3) Init(D, R) :=
True; 4) Invar(D, R) := N\, cp  (mi — invar;({m;})) A (=m; — invar;(0)); 5)
Trans(D,R, D', R') == (\,,cp, (mi A —m; A guard;({m;})) V (=m; A miA
guard;(0)) A (Ayex, &' = ); 6) Flow(D, R,R) := DAEg;

Notice that the flow conditions of the automaton that defines the semantic of the network
still define a Differential-Algebraic Equation (DAE) and not an Ordinary Differential
Equation (ODE).

3 Problem definition

In this paper, we address the following problems.

Definition 7 (Network validation problem). The network validation problem consists
of determining if a switched electrical network is valid. Additionally, if it is not the case,

the problem also consists of finding the set of the discrete configurations that are not
valid.

A valid network can be encoded into a symbolic hybrid automaton where Flow
defines a system of ODEs for each configuration.

The hybrid automaton Hg that defines the semantics of the network G (see Defi-
nition 6) is a concise representation of the network. However, no model checking tools
are able to analyze this kind of input (the combined symbolic representation and DAE).
Thus, the problem that must be solved to enable the verification of a switched electrical



network is the reformulation of the electrical switched network G into a hybrid automa-
ton with an ODE dynamics. Note that this problem extends the reformulation problem
in Theorem 1 from a single DAE to a set of DAESs, one for each discrete configuration
in 2Me¢

Definition 8 (Hybrid Automata reformulation). Given a valid switched electrical
network G, the reformulation problem consists of encoding G into a symbolic hybrid
automaton with ODE dynamics.

4 Network Validation

We show how to reduce the validation conditions to a series of SMT checks.

SMT encoding. Given a switched network G = (N, E, n), we encode the Differential-
Algebraic Equation D A E¢ defined by the network as a quantifier free-formula in LRA.
This formula will be used both for the validation and the reformulation steps.

The encoding formula predicates over the same variables of the network. We reuse
the same notation for the different sets of variables used for the network G. In the
encoding, we interpret each variable in My as a Boolean variable and each variable in
Xc UUg UYg as a Real variable. The encoding also predicates over the first-order
derivatives of X, X(;. We interpret each variable in XG as a Real (the semantics
should be clear from the context). The main reason is that both the validation and the
reformulation just consider the algebraic relations defined by the equations, and not
how the variables change as a function of time.

The formula ¢ p 4 g, connects the constitutive relation and voltage equation for each
component e; through the K'C'L and K'V L conditions:

YDAEg = /\ (i) N /\ (vi =v;" — v ) Apker Abve
e €E\Esources e, €E
drer= N, ti— Y. =0 drvei= NN C A\ pr=p2)
neN e;eEin e;€EQqut neN p1€P, p2€P,

Existence of VC-loops or IL-cutsets. As stated in Theorem 1, the DAE of a single
configuration can be reformulated into an ODE if the network G does not have any VC-
loops or any IL-cutsets and if the network is connected. We encode these conditions in
the following formulas.

val, :ZHCG,X(;.(¢DAEG Nz=1A /\lEXGng\{z}l =0)
val := A\, c x .o, vals

The formula wval, sets to 1 the state or input variable z of an active component (i.e.
voltage sources, current sources, capacitors and inductors), while it keeps all the other
state and input variables to 0. If val, is unsatisfiable for some discrete configuration in
2Mc | we have either a VC-loop or an IL-cutset involving z. This is due to the KV L and



the KCL conditions. The first ensures that the sum of the voltages in a loop must be
equal to 0. The latter ensures that the sum of the currents on the components in a cutset
must be 0. For example, consider a configuration ;. with a VC-loop that contains the
voltage source e;. The sum of the K'V' L equations for the loop only contains variables
from X and Ug, and in particular the input variable v; of e;. In the formula val,, we
have that v; = 1, while all the other state and input variables are equal to zero. Thus,
the K'V L equation of the loop reduces to 1 = 0, and hence val,, is unsatisfiable for p.
An analogous reasoning can be done for an /L-cutset and the K C'L conditions.

Lemma 1. The formula val,, (resp. val;,) is satisfiable for all configurations p € 2M¢
if and only if the switched electrical network G does not have any VC-loops (resp. IL-
cutsets) involving v; (resp. ;).

For lack of space, we provide the proofs in the Appendix C. As a corollary of Lemma 1,
we have that the formula val represents the set of all the configurations that do not have
any VC-loop or IL-cutset. By Theorem 1, each configuration of the network admits a
reformulation if there are no VC-loops or IL-cutsets and the network is connected.

Existence of underdetermined output variables. In a switched network, a configuration
on a switch may induce a topology of the network that is not connected, but is formed
by several connected components (of the graph of the network). The Theorem 1 can
still be applied on each discrete configuration and on each connected component. In
fact, for a network with neither VC-loops nor IL-cutsets, the theorem still guarantees
the existence of the reformulation in terms of the state and input variables for each
connected component of the graph containing at least an active component. We encode
a sufficient condition for the connectedness of the network in the following formula:

und := 3Cq, X¢.(Ypaps N N.exoove (2 =0 AV, ey, (y #0)) 3)

We consider the fact that all the output variables of a graph component are uniquely
determined (i.e. are not underdetermined) by the input and state variables contained in
such component if and only if the component is connected and does not show degener-
ate configurations such as VC-loops or IL-cutsets. The formula encodes that there exists
ay € Yq that can have a value different from 0 when all the input and state variables
are 0. If the formula is satisfiable for some configuration p, then y is underdetermined
in that configuration.

Lemma 2. The formula und is satisfiable for some configuration . € 2M¢ if and only
if there exists a variable y € Yq that is underdetermined.

As a corollary of Lemma 2, we have that und represents the set of all the configurations
that contain some underdetermined variable.

5 Network reformulation to Hybrid Automaton

5.1 Reformulation algorithm

Given a network G = (N, E,n), H, = (D", R", Init", Invar”, Trans", Flow") is
the reformulated hybrid automaton. H/, is defined as the hybrid automaton H¢ in the



Definition 6, except for Invar” and Flow". The invariant condition Invar” is given
by Invar™ := Invar A I nvar;ef , where Invar is the invariant condition of H¢, and
I m}argff represents the reformulation of the output variables Y5 (see Equation 2).
Flow" represents the ODE dynamics in terms of X(;, Xa, and Ug. The goal of the
reformulation process is to synthesize both the Flow” and I nvar;,ef formulas.

In the following algorithms, we use a standard stack-based interface of an SMT
solver (push, assert, isSat, pop, reset primitives). This allows us, after asserting a for-
mula -, to set a backtrack point (push), assert another formula 3 (assert), check the
satisfiability of the conjunction of the asserted formulas (isSat), and restore the state of
the solver (i.e. asserted formulas and learned clauses) at the backtrack point (pop). This
way, the satisfiability problem is solved keeping several learned clauses. Additionally,
we assume to have the primitive getModel, to get a complete satisfying assignment to
the free variables of the formula in the stack, and quantify, to eliminate the quantifiers
present in the formula.

We describe a symbolic approach that groups together the discrete configurations
that share the same ODE system. The algorithm REFORMULATE in Figure 3 reformu-
lates only a subset of variables W C X¢UYg. The algorithm can be used to reformulate
all the dotted and output variables of the system by setting W = X U Yg. However,
we will show how the modularity of REFORMULATE can be used to obtain different,
and usually coarser, partitionings of the discrete configurations.

REFORMULATE takes as input the encoding of the network 1¢'p 4 i, , the sets of state
and input variables X, Ug, and a set of variables W to be reformulated. The main loop
(line 3) of the algorithm enumerates all the discrete configurations of the network. Ini-
tially, the solver picks a random discrete configuration p (line 4), and then symbolically
applies the superposition theorem (on the network induced by p) calling the function
GETCOEFFICIENTS (line 5). The output of GETCOEFFICIENTS is a map of coefficients
F:foraw € Wandaz € XgUUg, F(w)(z) € R is the coefficient that was ob-
tained by observing the effect of the source z on the variable w. Then, at line 6, the
function GETEQMODES computes the set of all the equivalent discrete configurations
B. GETEQMODES guarantees that i/ € § if and only if GETCOEFFICIENTS finds the
same coefficients when called on y and on p/ with the same parameters ¥ pag., Xa,
Ug and W. Then, at line 7, the algorithm blocks all the discrete configurations repre-
sented in 3; this is a key step in the algorithm that prunes a set of discrete configurations
from the search, avoiding their explicit enumeration. Finally, from line 8§ to the end of
the loop, REFORMULATE constructs the flow and invariant conditions.

The functions GETCOEFFICIENTS in Figure 6 implements the reformulation by the
superposition theorem. Each execution of the loop at line 3, computes the effect of a
state and input variable on all the variables in W.

The function GETEQMODES, shown in Figure 5, computes the set of configura-
tions equivalent to p in terms of reformulation. For each state and input variable, the
function re-encodes the superposition conditions (line 4) and additionally encodes the
coefficient constraints for the current discrete configurations p (line 6). Then, the for-
mula 3 (line 9) encodes all the discrete configurations that have exactly the same re-
formulation of i. We also consider an alternative implementation of GETEQMODES,



REFORMULATE (Ypags,> Xa, Ug, W):
1.(Floww , Invarwy) = (T'rue, True)
# Tautology over the variables M
2.solver.assert(\,, ¢ Mg ™V —m)
3.while solver.isSat():

4. 1 := solver.getModel()

# Block the equivalent modes
7. solver.assert(—/3)

10.return (Flowwy , Invaryy)

# Get a configuration where Flowyy is not defined

# Get the coefficients that contribute to each w € W
5. F := GETCOEFFICIENTS (YpAEL> XG> Ua, W, 1)

# Get the modes that have the same dynamic for W
6. B := GETEQMODES (Yp g, XG, Ua, W, F)

8. (refXG,refyc) := GETREF (X, Ug,W, F)
9. (Floww , Invarwy) = (Floww A (8 — TefXG), Invarw A (B — refyg))

Fig. 3. Reformulate a set of variables 1.

GETEQMODESMODULAR, that computes the existential quantification independently
for each single conjunct of the formula +, instead of the whole formula .

5.2 All and single variables partitioning

The REFORMULATE algorithm allows us to
reformulate sets of variables (i.e. subsets of
X, cUY) instead of all the variables X cUYq.
Thus, it allows us to obtain different kinds of
partitioning of the discrete configurations and
the ordinary differential equations. We define
two reformulation algorithms that obtain dif-
ferent partitioning. The ALLREF algorithm,
shown at the top of Figure 7, first reformu-
lates all the controlled variables X . Thus, in
this case we obtain sets of discrete configu-
rations that share the same system of ODEs
(a system of equations of the form Xe =
AXg + BUg). Then, ALLREF reformulates
all the output variables Y independently.

GETREF (Xg, Ug, W,F):
1.(’!"6fo ,refyq )= (True, True)
2.for eachw € W:

3.

0 2 N s

10.return (refXG ,refyg )

rhsy =0
foreachz € Xq UUg:

rhsw =rhsyw + F(w)(z) * z
if we Xg:

refXG = refXG Aw = rhsy
else:

refyg =refyg ANw =rhsy

Fig.4. Construction of the reformulation
formulas.

The other algorithm, SINGLEREF (shown in the bottom of Figure 7), instead refor-

mulates all the variables independently.

As a further observation, in practice we do not need to reformulate all the output
variables Y. In fact, we need to reformulate only those variables needed to define the
dynamics of the system (e.g. they may be used in the invariant ¢nvar; and guard;
conditions of a switch) or the variables that we want to observe.



GETCOEFFICIENTS (Yparg, X, Ug, W,n):

GETEQMODES ($p ape, XG» Ug, W,F): #F r.naps vars in W and X g U Ug to real values
1.eqSolver.reset() LF:W — (XgUUg) =R

2.y :=True 2.coeffSolver.assert(p aApg A )

3.for each z € X U Ug: 3.for each z € Xg U Ug:
=y =1 =0 4. coeffSolver.push()
aosupz =2 = 1A Nie(xguuan (s} =

5 vF :=True > SUpz =% = IA/\ZE(XGUUG)\{Z}ZZO
6. for each w € W 6. co[effSolvefr.assert(supz)
7 vE=yp Aw = F(w)(z) 7. ' := coeffSolver.getModel()
. . 8. for each w € W:
8.  v=vA3Cq, Xg.(Ypags NYF N supz) / o .
__ . # p' (w) represents the effect of z on w
9.8 = eqSolver.quantity(vy) o o
10.return (3 o (w)(2) := p' (w)
10. coeffSolver.pop()
11.return F'

Fig.5. Find the discrete configurations with an

equivalent dynamics for a set of variables W. Fig.6. Computes the superposition coeffi-

cients for a set of variables W.

6 Related work

The solutions to the validation and reformulation problems for electrical networks (with-
out switches) are well known [5, 24]. We differ from these works since we focus on
networks with discrete switches, where the main issue is to cope with the exponential
explosion in the number of discrete configurations. Then, we reuse several techniques
from structural analysis, as the superposition principle [26], but we re-interpret them in
a symbolic setting.

Other works consider also networks with discrete switches. Several approaches [18]
do not consider ideal switches, but model the switch introducing parasitic resistances.
A drawback of this approach is that it requires to determine a priori a set of parameters
(e.g the resistance of the resistor); then, these parameters have the effect to change the
dynamics of the systems, producing as a result an approximation of the intended behav-
ior. Ideal switches have been mainly considered in context of simulation, for example
in [17]. While the focus is often on non-linear dynamics, the problem solved in these
works is to produce a single simulation of the network. In this context, they reformulate
the DAE into an ODE every time the simulator performs a discrete switch. Thus, these
works do not solve the validation and the reformulation problem, since they focus on a
single execution of the system.

Several works focus on the translation from Stateflow/Simulink models to hybrid
automata [1, 16, 19]. We point out that the Simulink modeling is based on a functional
representation of a system where every block is seen as an unidirectional Input-Output
function, thus it is not suitable for a component-based physical modeling that is intrin-
sically bidirectional. There are several works [29] on the formal verification of Analog-
Mixed-Signal (AMS) circuits. Most works focus on non-switched circuits [9,10,15] and
try to solve a reachability problem. They start from the network representation but they
manually encode it as a hybrid automaton. A different approach is considered in [30],
where a non-linear circuit is automatically abstracted and encoded using SMT. We re-



ALLREF (YpaEg, X, Uc): .
1.(Flow", Im;ar;ff) := REFORMULATE (¥ p AE4. XG> Ug, Xa)
2.for each w € Yg:

3. (Flowy, Invary) := REFORMULATE (Yp aE . Xa» Ug.{w})
4. (Flow", ]nvar;,ef) = (Flow” A Flow,, Im;arg,ef A Invary)

5.return (Flow”, ]nvar;ff)

SINGLEREF (Ypags, Xa, Ug):
1.(Flow", Inva'rg,ef) = (True, True)
2.foreachw € Xq U Yg:

3. (Flowy, Invary) := REFORMULATE (YpAE,. Xa. Ug{w})
4. (Flow™, Im)ar;ff) = (Flow” A Flowsy, Invar;}ef A Invary)

5.return (Flow”, Im;ar;ff)

Fig. 7. Reformulation algorithms with different reformulation strategies.

mark that none of these works solves the validation and reformulation problem for a
switched electrical network.

Finally, our reformulation approach produces a symbolic hybrid automata model
that can be analyzed by model checkers tools like HYBRIDSAL [27] and HYCowmP [6],
using relational abstraction [20,28], or DREACH [3, 14].

7 Experimental evaluation

The approach was implemented in pySMT [11], a library for SMT formulae manip-
ulation and solving, using MathSat5 [7] for Quantifier Elimination. We evaluated the
effectiveness and the scalability of the symbolic approach in the validation and reformu-
lation problems. The experimental evaluation was run on a 64 bit system with an Intel
Xeon E3-1246 processor at 3.5 GHz and 16GB RAM. The tool and the benchmarks
used in the experiments are available at https://es.fbk.eu/people/sessa/
attachment /FM2016/fml6.tar.bz2

Benchmarks. We consider several classes of benchmarks. The following (Buck, Boost,
Buck-Boost) DC-DC converters are taken from [21].
S L L

YL 5 "1
RS AAAR
. ip ~ -t + oL + + 5 . -
Vs Lot v, R¥ v, Vs S C—"V R:V, Vs L éllL C=v R:V,
- _ - C _ + c +

The Switched RC Network SRCNy is a scalable benchmark obtained from the circuit
of Figure 2 by parameterizing the number of (up to 8) capacitive branches.

The Non Linear Transmission Line (NLTL) depicted below represents a well-known
phenomenon (discretization of propagation) along a transmission line [15]. We param-
eterize the benchmark NLTL y on the number N of (up to 10) pairs of stages.
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The Wheel Braking System benchmarks follow the description in the SAE Standard
AIR6110 [25] (see Figure 1). We consider the WBS 5 benchmarks, parameterized on
the number of (up to 6) braking lines. The WBS consists of a pressure supply line made
of a pump, an accumulator, pipelines and an isolation valve, connected to replicas of
a braking line made of pipelines, distribution valves, fuses and brakes. Following the
Electronic-Hydraulic analogy, the pump is modeled as an ideal constant voltage source,
the pipes as resistors, the accumulator and the brakes as capacitors, the distribution
valves and the fuses as ideal switches, and the isolation valve as a diode.

For each of the scalable benchmarks, the number of discrete configurations grows
exponentially with the problem size, reaching a million of system configurations for the
NLTL,(. Additional information are available in the Table 4 in Appendix D.

Validation. We first consider the results of the validation. For the scalable benchmarks,
we report the comparison of three different strategies: the baseline Enum strategy, ex-
plicitly enumerates the system configurations and for each of them validates the induced
DAE; the SyGlo and SyMod strategies apply quantifier elimination (QE) over two differ-
ent SMT encoding of the validation problem. The former tries to minimize the number
of QEs encoding the validation problem into a global SMT formula, the latter tries to
reduce the complexity of the global QE decomposing the global encoding into a modu-
lar sequence of simpler formulas. From the results (SRCN, NLTL, WBS from the left)

10 - 104 ————
——Enum ~—Enum
—e—syGlo —=-syGlo

SyMod

Time (sec)
X
Time (sec)

102 102 : : 1072
0 2 4 6 8 0 2 4 6 8 10 1

N N N

we see that the symbolic approaches outperform the enumerative approach at least of
one order of magnitude in all the benchmarks. While the two symbolic approaches

show similar performance on the SRCN, for the WBS and NLTL SyMod accomplishes
the task while SyGlo times out. In general, SyMod performs much better than SyGlo.

The non-scalable benchmarks are validated all within one second, but provide inter-
esting insights. Specifically, the models of the DC-DC converters result in four discrete
configurations, given by the switch S and diode D. The hybrid automata provided in
[21] only contain the two discrete modes S = open, D = closed and S = closed, D =
open. In fact, the validation phase detects (for each converter) two non valid configura-
tions, corresponding to S = open, D = open and S = closed, D = closed, that induce
an IL-cutset and a VC-loop, respectively. These two modes are exactly those excluded
in the manual modeling phase leading to the hybrid automata provided in [21].



Reformulation. In the reformulation phase, for each model, we reformulate all the
derivative variables and only the output variables contained in the invariant and guard
formulas of the system components (e.g. the voltage and current of a diode).

Applying the reformulation phase to the DC-DC converters restricted to only the
two valid configurations S = open, D = closed and S = closed, D = open, we get
two distinct ODEs whose coefficients agree with the dynamics of the converters pro-
vided in [21]. For lack of space, we refer the reader to the Figure 9 in the Appendix D
for further details on the output of the converters reformulation.

For each scalable benchmark, the following plots (SRCN, NLTL, WBS from the left)

10 T 10°

——Enum-Flat
——SyGlo-All
2 104 | ~*SyGlo-Single

o
. - = :
202 o ] yMod-Single P
g ~ 102
£ ——Enum-Flat F
—==SyGlo-All

109 SyGlo-Single |
—>—SyMod-All
—e—SyMod-Single

—e—Enum-Flat
——SyGlo-All

SyGlo-Single
2 |~—SyMod-All

Time (sec)
Time (sec)

100+

show the reformulation time for five different approaches that mix the Enum and Sym-
bolic strategies with different reformulation strategies. Enum-Flat represents the naive
approach that enumerates the system configurations and reformulates the derivative
and output variables as a unique set of variables; the SyGlo-All and the SyMod-All ap-
proaches apply the ALLREF reformulation algorithm; the SyGlo-Single and the SyMod-
Single approaches apply the SINGLEREF algorithm. In general, the two symbolic ap-
proaches outperform the enumerative approach and exhibit similar performance, with
the exception of the SyMod-Single reformulation, that has significant advantage over
the others in the NLTL benchmarks due to its favorable topology. The choice of the
strategy (A/l vs Single) in the symbolic reformulation affects the amount of discovered
equivalence classes, that is directly correlate with the reformulation time. Additional
details are reported in Figures 10, 11, 12 and Figures 13, 14, 15 in the Appendix D.

8 Conclusion

In this paper we presented a novel, symbolic approach to the validation and reformula-
tion problem of a switched electrical network. The method is able to analyze the validity
conditions of the network, where the dynamics are expressed as Differential-Algebraic
Equations, and to reformulate them in form of a (symbolically represented) Hybrid Au-
tomaton. The proposed approach scales much better than an naive approach based on
the enumerative analysis of the individual configurations, and produces significantly
more compact HA due to the clustering of the equivalent configurations.

In the future, we will explore, amongst other research directions, how the approach
can be generalized to other physical domains (e.g. mechanical) where the conditions
needed for the network validation are different, and to deal with partially underdeter-
mined networks.
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A Motivating example

Figure 2 shows an electrical switched network that contains a voltage source (Vy), re-
sistors (R, Ry, Rs), switches (S1, S2), fuses (£}, F5) and capacitors (C, Cs).

The network contains 4 different switching elements: the switches and the fuses.
Both kind of components may be closed or open, respectively connecting or discon-
necting a branch of the circuit. While a switch opens or closes non-deterministically *,
the fuse opens or closes depending on the current that flows through it (i.e. the switch-
ing is autonomous in this case). Since there are 4 different switching elements, which
can be either open or closed, the network has in total 24 discrete configurations. In
turn, each configuration induces a different topology of the network. For example, in
the network of Fig. 2, when all the switching elements are closed we have the circuit
where the branch with R; and C1 is connected in parallel with the branch with R, and
C5, and both of them are connected in series with the generator V. We obtain a new
configuration by just opening S5, which disconnects Rs and Cs.

The final goal of our approach is to validate the network and to obtain a hybrid
automaton that is equivalent to the network, and that can be further used to verify func-
tional properties of the network.

Obtaining a hybrid automaton is a “simple” problem. The naive approach consists
of enumerating all the discrete configurations and, for each configuration, either obtain
an Ordinary Differential Equation (reformulation step) or report that the configuration is
not valid (validation step). The final result is a hybrid automaton that has a location for
each discrete configuration of the network. For example, consider the configuration
where S and F} are closed while S and F3 are open. The whole procedure consists of
the following steps.

1. Obtain a Differential-Algebraic Equation (Figure 8) that describes the behavior of
the system (there exist several methods, for example the Sparse Tableau Formula-
tion or Modified Nodal Analysis).

Veo =Rola, Ve =Vi Ve, V=0 Is—Ig, =0

Vey = Rily Ve, =ViVa  V§=Va  Ipy—lg, =0

Vi, = Rylg, Vi, = Vi, Vi, Vs =V, Ig,—1Ic, =0
CVe =le, Ve =VEVE Vs = Vg, I, =0

GV =le, Vo, =ViVe VR =V& Iyl =0

Vs = ViEVs Vi =VE g+l —1s=0
Vg, = V¢,
Fig. 8. DAE

2. Validate the network. This step reduces to verify some topological properties on the
network graph, namely, the absence of VC-loops and IL-cutsets and the connected-
ness. (see Sec. 3).

* In this paper we do not consider external controllers that interact with the circuit.



For instance, consider the circuit of Figure 2 extended with a new switch S3 con-
nected to the left-hand side terminals of the capacitors C; and C5. Such new circuit
has 2° configurations. When S3 is open we get the 2* configurations of the orig-
inal circuit, but when S3 is closed we get 2* new configurations that contain the
VC-loop of the two capacitors C and C5.
In this case the hybrid automaton cannot be built, and the designer must be in-
formed, reporting that those configurations are degenerate.

3. Rewrite the DAE as an ODE by algebraic manipulations. In our example, if Ry =
Ry = Ry = 1and C; = Cy = 2, the corresponding ODE is:

. 1 1
Ve, = —Zvc] + 0ve, + Z’US 4
Ve, = 0v¢, + Ovg, + Ovg (®)]

The main issue with switched systems is that the number of discrete configurations
of the network is exponential in the number of switching elements. Thus, explicitly
enumerating these configurations is not feasible. To overcome the problem, both for the
validation and reformulation step, we use a symbolic representation of the network and
we use a Satisfiability Modulo Theory (SMT) solver to reason over it.

The validation step is reduced to check the satisfiability of two existentially quanti-
fied formulas, which implicitly encodes the DAEs of the exponential number of discrete
configurations.

The reformulation step returns a symbolic hybrid automaton, where all the discrete
configurations that have the same ODE are grouped together. For example, the hybrid
automaton of the example in Fig. 2 has 4 “symbolic locations”, instead of 2*. The
approach randomly pick a fresh discrete configuration, computes its ODE reformulation
and then finds and group together all the other equivalent configurations, which have
the same ODE. The Table 2 shows such partitioning for the circuit of Figure 2. For the
sake of conciseness, we represent the sixteen system configuration as a decimal number,
from 0 to 15. Every number corresponds to the decimal conversion of the binary word
(S1, F1, S2, F») where every element takes value 0 if closed, and 1 if open.

ODE; for ve,,ve;  |ODE1|ODE| ODE; ODE,
Configuration eq. class| {0} [{1,2,3}|{4.8,12}|{5.6,7,9,10,11,13,14,15}

Table 2. Partitioning of the configurations by equivalence on the global ODE.

Moreover, we further explore how we can obtain different partitionings of the dis-
crete configurations of the system. The idea is to group together all the discrete config-
urations that define the same ODE for a single variable, instead of grouping the config-
urations that have the same system of ODEs (i.e. we look at a single variable and not
at the whole set of controlled variables of the system). For example, consider again the
circuit of Figure 2. The partitioning that considers the single variables reformulation is
shown in Table 3.



ODE;] for 9, ODE!| ODE] ODE;
Configuration eq. class| {0} |{1,2,3} |{4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,14,15}
ODE? for ., ODE?}| ODE3 ODE}
Configuration eq. class| {0} [{4,8,12}| {1,2,3,5,6,7,9,10,11,13,14,15}

Table 3. Partitioning of the configurations by equivalence on the single ODE variable.

In practice, in the partitioning we can consider different levels of granularity: we
can group together configurations that have the same ODE for an arbitrary subset of the
variables of the system. By exploring different partitioning, our conjecture is of being
able to obtain larger sets of equivalent discrete configurations, as shown in Tables 2, 3,
leading to more concise hybrid automata through a reduces number of reformulations.
The trade-off is not immediate, since we need to perform a reformulation for each vari-
able of the system.

B Hybrid automaton semantics

A state of a hybrid automaton H = (D, R, Init, Invar, Trans, Flow) is an assign-
ment s to the variables D U R.

Definition 9 (Run of the hybrid automaton). A sequence of states sg 54 s1 64 ... %
Sk is a path of the hybrid automaton H if:

- so = Init and for 0 < i <k, s; is a state of H;

. 5 . .
—forl <i <k 6; € RU{d} and s,_1 — s; we have that either: 1) Discrete
transition: §; = d, (s;_1,0;,8;) = Trans, s;—; = Invar and s; = Invar.
2) Continuous transition: 6; € R, §; > 0, Si—1|p = Si|D» and there exists a con-

tinuous differentiable function f : [0,0;] — RIEl such that: f(0) = Si—1|g and

f(8:) = sijp si—1 = Invar, s; = Invar, Ve € [0, &), (si,llD,f(e)j(e)) =
Flow, Ve € [0,6;], (si—1p, f(€)) | Invar.

C Proofs

Lemma 1. The formula val,, (resp. val;,) is satisfiable for all configurations p € 2M¢
if and only if the switched electrical network G does not have any VC-loops (resp. IL-
cutsets) involving v; (resp. ;).

Proof. In the following, we prove the lemma in the case of the variable v; of the com-
ponent e;, while the proof in the case of ¢; is analogous, considering as equation the
sum of the current on all the elements of a cutset, instead of the sum of all the voltage
in a loop.
(=) If val,, is satisfiable for all configurations, then G does not have any VC-loops.
By absurd, suppose that for a discrete configuration p € 2M¢ of (i there exists
a VC-loop on the component e;. Then, there exists a loop ng,eqg,...,ng+1 € N X



(E x N)k, where e; = e;, for j € [0, k], and we have the following K'V' L condition
> ec{eo,....ext Ve = 0. Notice that this condition is encoded in the ¢ p Az -

Then the formula val,, is not satisfiable for p (v; is 1 and the other e-s are 0),
deriving a contradiction.

(«=) If G does not have any VC-loops, then val,, is satisfiable for all configurations.

By absurd, suppose that val,, is unsatisfiable for p. By construction, we have that
the DAE for each discrete configuration is a homogeneous system that has a solution if
all the continuous variables C are set to 0 (in particular Ypag, A /\Z eXeUUg # = 0
is satisfiable). Thus, we have that val,, is unsatisfiable because of v; = 1A
Niexguue\ fv;) | = 0 and the K'V'L equations that relate the set of voltage variables of
the network. Then, there exists a VC-loop.

Lemma 2. The formula und is satisfiable for some configuration ji € 26 if and only
if there exists a variable y € Y¢ that is underdetermined.

Proof. (=) If und is satisfiable for some configuration, then there exists a variable
y € Y that is underdetermined.

If und is satisfiable for some configuration, then we have two assignments to the
continuous variables of the network that differ for the value of the variable y. This
follows from the assumption that the DAE is homogeneous.

(«=) If there exists a variable y € Y that is underdetermined in p, then und is
satisfiable for u.

There exist two configurations of the network, p/ and ", that differ only for the
value of y (since y is underdetermined). Since the DAE is homogeneous, at least one of
the two configurations satisfies y # 0. This makes the term \/, .y (y # 0)) true.

The other term ¥pars A A\.ex.uv, (2 = 0) is trivially satisfied due to the homo-
geneity of the DAE.

Thus, und is satisfiable.

D Additional Experimental Results

D.1 DC-DC converter reformulation

In Figure 9 we show the ODEs resulting from the reformulation of the DC-DC convert-
ers restricted to the valid configurations. The benchmarks have been instantiated with
the following parameters: R = 3, C' = 2, and L = 5.

D.2 Scalable benchmarks

In this section we present additional experimental results for the scalable benchmarks.
Table 4 show the size of the benchmarks in terms of system configurations and refor-
mulation variables.

Figures 10, 11 12 show the total amount of equivalence classes discovered by the
reformulation strategies.

Figures 13, 14 15 show the size of the largest mode partition discovered by the
different reformulation strategies. Noteworthy, in the case of the NLTL benchmark re-
formulated with the Single granularity, the largest partition has size 2 independently
from the problem size.
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Fig. 9. Reformulation of the DC-DC converters restricted to the valid configurations.
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N 21314516 | 7 8 9 10

SRCN|Modes 16| 64 [256(1024(4096|16384|65536

SRCN|Input Vars U|{1{ 1| 1 | 1 1 1 1 1

SRCN|State Vars X 5 6 7 8

SRCN|Ref. Vars Y 21314 5 6 7 8

NLTL |Modes 16| 64 [256{1024|4096|16384|65536|262144]1048576

NLTL |Input Vars U|1{ 1| 1 | 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

NLTL |State Vars X 12116| 20 | 24 | 28 32 36 40

NLTL |Ref. Vars Y 812]16| 20 | 24 | 28 32 36 40

WBS |Modes 32(128|512|2048|8192

WBS |Input Vars U 1] 1 1 1

WBS |State Vars X

W N = oo | B = B =] = =] | =
oo

1
314|156 |7
4

WBS |[Ref. Vars Y 516 7 8

Table 4. Benchmark sizes.




